Catholic Social Teaching Subcommittee Recommendations
Revision 1.0
September 16, 2009
Updated Recommendations for Integrating 

Catholic Social Teaching More Fully in Parish Life
1) Parish pastoral councils focus on providing opportunities for education and faith formation regarding Catholic Social Teaching and the 7 principles of Catholic Social Teaching within their parishes.  Opportunities should be provided for both children (Catholic school and RE) as well as adult parishioners.  Parish-based study groups organized to discuss and learn about the Catholic social teaching of the Church may be particularly well-suited for this purpose.  Bulletin inserts that contain a sentence or two relating to the themes of Catholic social teaching could be used.  A pastor could specifically focus on these themes in several of his homilies. In addition, the Archdiocese should ensure similar education and formation opportunities are available for priests, seminarians and religious.  A special effort should be made to ensure learning opportunities for youth are available, fun, and effective.  To this end, we recommend the Archdiocese work to identify and recommend 2 to 3 programs that  are available for use by Youth Ministers within the parishes.  
2) We must go deeper than just learning the basics of Catholic Social Teaching – we must internalize them and change the way we live.  In addition to education and faith formation, we call on parish pastoral councils to provide occasions for the People of God to discuss how faith influences their action or inaction and how the principles Catholic Social Teaching are applied within their lives.  It is critical that activities are offered where the faithful can practice charity and advocacy in their parish, workplace, school, and community.  The Archdiocese of Portland should work with parishes, pastors, and parish councils to encourage every Catholic to be involved in some capacity in a Catholic charitable  organization such as Catholic Charities, Catholic Relief Services, Blanchet House, or St. Vincent de Paul in their own community.  
3) During the research conducted by this sub-committee for the preparation of these recommendations, consistent feedback was received from the parishes that social justice groups and support for social justice issues tended to break along political lines (i.e. liberal/conservative).  In many cases, the feedback indicated this divisiveness became a roadblock to success and full community participation with regard to social justice within the parish.  It is our recommendation that this trend be addressed on both a parish and an Archdiocesan level.  We should be united in the need to look at issues of public policy first and foremost from a Catholic perspective; we therefore ask parishes and the Archdiocese to emphasize the following:
a) That different aspects of Catholic Social Teaching are not mutually exclusive; its principles should be taught and understood holistically and consistently
b) That the understanding and use of Catholic Social Teaching in conjunction with the rest of our faith tradition will help the faithful develop fully informed consciences that will inspire them to live the gospel in their daily lives and in solidarity with others.  One is not a mature Catholic who does not understand and actively live out Catholic Social Teaching.  
c) That disagreements are bound to exist but that we imitate Christ’s call for us to be loving, charitable and civil to others even when we disagree.
d) That the Archdiocese of Portland should add adequate full time staff for the Oregon Catholic Conference.  This is critical for the Archdiocese of Portland and is necessary to achieving such goals.

4) The Archdiocesan Office of Justice and Peace should establish a clear mission and role for the Justice and Peace Commission.  In addition, it is recommended that the Office of Justice and Peace be responsible for continuing the implementation of the pastoral priorities established by the APC in relation to Catholic social teaching.  This will be done in cooperation with other diocesan offices and other entities such as the State Catholic Conference, Catholic Charities, Catholic Relief Services and etc.

5) Many good resources regarding Catholic Social Teaching and social justice issues already exist through the Archdiocesan Office of Justice and Peace as well as the US Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB), many of which are on-line and easy to access.  However, to help improve communication and awareness, we recommend the following:
a) The Archdiocesan Justice and Peace website be reviewed for content and ease of use; ensure links to the USCCB as well as key Catholic Social Teaching documents are included, as well as potential success stories of programs within our own Archdiocese

b) The Archdiocesan Office of Justice and Peace update the Justice and Peace newsletter

c) Parishes take a pro-active stance on their responsibility to actively look for information concerning key Social Justice topics; we suggest parishes pick a “current event” topic of their choice to proactively research and raise awareness within their communities
d) Parishes should work to identify a point person(s)/committee who work to promote the social teaching of the Church within the parish community

e) Social Justice & Advocacy resources and web sites be promoted within the parishes such as the Oregon Catholic Conference, USCCB, Vatican web site, Zenit News, Catholic Charities USA, Catholic Relief Services etc.
6) Finally, we ask parish pastoral councils to make implementation of these recommendations a priority in their pastoral planning.  Without their hard work, support, and leadership, integrating Catholic Social Teaching more fully in our parishes will not be successful.  
