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Welcome to the seventeenth Monthly Newsletter of the Office of Divine Worship of the 
Archdiocese of Portland in Oregon. We hope to provide news with regard to liturgical topics and 
events of interest to those in the Archdiocese who have a pastoral role that involves the Sacred 
Liturgy. The hope is that the priests of the Archdiocese will take a glance at this newsletter and 
share it with those in their parishes that are interested in the Sacred Liturgy. This Newsletter is 
now available through Apple in the iBooks Store and always available in pdf format on the 
Archdiocesan website. It will also be included in the weekly priests’ mailing. If you would like to be 
emailed a copy of this newsletter as soon as it is published please send your email address to Anne 
Marie Van Dyke at amvandyke@archdpdx.org. Just put DWNL in the subject field and we will add 
you to the mailing list. All past issues of the DWNL are available on the Divine Worship Webpage 
and in the iBooks Store.

The answer to last month’s competition was Archbishop Joseph Augustine ‘Gus’ Di Noia OP, 
Adjunct Secretary of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith - the first and only correct 
answer was submitted by Msgr. Brennan of St. Mary’s Cathedral.

If you have a topic that you would like to see explained or addressed in this newsletter please feel 
free to email this office and we will try to answer your questions and treat topics that interest you 
and perhaps others who are concerned with Sacred Liturgy in the Archdiocese. 

mailto:amvandyke@archdpdx.org
mailto:amvandyke@archdpdx.org
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CHAPTER 1
Feast of the Chair of St. Peter the Apostle

The Chair of Saint Peter also known as the Throne of Saint Peter, is a relic 
conserved in St. Peter's Basilica in Vatican City. The relic is a wooden throne that 
tradition claims the Apostle Saint Peter, the leader of the Early Christians in Rome 
and first Pope, used as Bishop of Rome. The relic is enclosed in a sculpted gilt 
bronze casing designed by Gian Lorenzo Bernini (see cover) and executed between 
1647 and 1653. In 2012, Pope Benedict XVI described the chair as “a symbol of the 
special mission of Peter and his Successors to tend Christ’s flock, keeping it united 
in faith and in charity.”

The wooden throne was a gift from Holy Roman Emperor Charles the Bald to Pope 
John VIII in 875. The Chair is the cathedra of St. Peter’s Basilica. Cathedra is Latin 
for “chair” or “throne”, and denominates the chair or seat of a Bishop, hence 
“cathedral” denominates the Bishop’s church in an Episcopal See. The Popes 
formerly used the Chair. It is distinct from the Papal Cathedra in St. John Lateran 
Archbasilica, also in Rome, which is the actual cathedral church of the Pope.

Early martyrologies indicate that two liturgical feasts were celebrated in Rome, 
centuries before the time of Charles the Bald, in honor of earlier chairs associated 
with Saint Peter, one of which was kept in the baptismal chapel of St. Peter's 
Basilica, the other at the catacomb of Priscilla. The dates of these celebrations were 
January 18 and February 22. No surviving chair has been identified with either of 
these chairs. The feasts thus became associated with an abstract understanding of 
the “Chair of Peter”, which symbolically signifies the episcopal office of the Pope as 
Bishop of Rome, an office considered to have been first held by Saint Peter, and 
thus extended to the diocese, the See of Rome. Though both feasts were originally 
associated with Saint Peter’s stay in Rome, the ninth-century form of the 
Martyrologium Hieronymianum associated the January 18 feast with his stay in 
Rome, and the February 22 feast with his stay at Antioch. The two feasts were 
included in the Tridentine Calendar with the rank of Double, which Pope Clement 
VIII raised in 1604 to the newly invented rank of Greater Double.

In 1960 Pope St. John XXIII removed from the General Roman Calendar the 
January 18 feast of the Chair of Peter, along with seven other feast days that were 
second feasts of a single saint or mystery. The February 22 celebration became a 
Second-Class Feast. This calendar was incorporated in the 1962 Roman Missal of 
John XXIII, whose continued use Pope Benedict XVI authorized under the 
conditions indicated in his Motu Proprio Summorum Pontificum.  

In the new classification introduced in 1969 the February 22 celebration appears in 
the Roman Calendar with the rank of Feast. On this day the Bernini monument in 
the Vatican Basilica is lit with scores of candles and the statue of St. Peter 
(opposite) is clothed in cope, papal tiara and ring. 

This is the famed statue of St. Peter 
by Arnolfo di Cambio c.1300, in the Vatican Basilica. 

Copies of this statue can be found in many churches throughout the world.



CHAPTER 2

Lent-Easter 

Resource Pack 2019 
The Lent - Easter 2019 Resource Pack brings together some of the resources 
available to parishes during this beautiful season in which we prepare for and 
then celebrate the Resurrection of the Lord. Many of these resources are 
readily available online but it was thought useful to put some of them in one 
place for the parishes of the Archdiocese of Portland.

This document starts with some thoughts on Lenten Penance Services which 
include the Rite of Reconciliation for Several Penitents with Individual 
Confession.

The Stations of the Cross is a very popular devotion during the season of Lent. 
We include the Way of the Cross according to St. Alphonsus Liguori which can 
be personalized by individual parishes. Also there is information on how to 
obtain some beautifully printed copies of the Stations booklet produced by the 
Office of Divine Worship for use in parish celebrations of the Stations of the 
Cross during the Lenten season. The Resource Pack also has two articles 
about some music of interest during the season of Lent.

We have also included a brief section at the beginning of this document on 
ideas for other parish activities for the Lent and Easter Seasons. It can be very 
fruitful to try some new ideas during the major seasons of our liturgical year. 
We hope that you might try something new this year and that this season will 
bring many graces to your parish. 

Tenebrae has become a popular devotion during Holy Week in many parishes 
throughout the United States, we include therefore a link to an adaptable 
Tenebrae Service in this issue.

Also included in the pack is a flyer from the USCCB which contains a Pastoral 
Exhortation on the Sacrament of Penance and an article from the same 
authors entitled “How to Go to Confession.”

A printed copy of this Resource Pack from the Office of Divine Worship was 
included in the Lenten Tool Kit which was mailed to parishes by the Office of 
Pastoral Ministries just before Christmas. The pdf version includes the 
hyperlinks which will direct you to the other resources available.

The pdf version of this Resource Pack was included in the January 8 Priests’ 
Mailing. If you missed it you can click HERE to download a copy.

https://archdpdx.org/documents/2019/1/Lent%20Easter%20Resource%20Pack%202019.pdf
https://archdpdx.org/documents/2019/1/Lent%20Easter%20Resource%20Pack%202019.pdf
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CHAPTER 3

The Stations of the Cross
Of all the pious exercises connected with the veneration of the Cross, none is more 
popular among the faithful than the Via Crucis (Way of the Cross). Through this 
pious exercise, the faithful movingly follow the final earthly journey of Christ: from 
the Mount of Olives, where the Lord, “in a place called Gethsemane” (Mk 14, 32), 
was taken by anguish (cf. Lk 22, 44), to Calvary where he was crucified between 
two thieves (cf. Lk 23, 33), to the garden where he was placed in freshly hewn tomb 
(John 19, 40-42).

The love of the Christian faithful for this devotion is amply attested to by the 
numerous Via Crucis erected in so many churches, shrines, cloisters, in the 
countryside, and on mountain pathways where the various stations are very 
evocative.

The Via Crucis is a synthesis of various devotions that have arisen since the high 
middle ages: the pilgrimage to the Holy Land during which the faithful devoutly 
visit the places associated with the Lord’s Passion; devotion to the three falls of 
Christ under the weight of the Cross; devotion to “the dolorous journey of Christ” 
which consisted in processing from one church to another in memory of Christ's 
Passion; devotion to the stations of Christ, those places where Christ stopped on 
his journey to Calvary because obliged to do so by his executioners or exhausted by 
fatigue, or because moved by compassion to dialogue with those who were present 
at his Passion.

The Via Crucis is a journey made in the Holy Spirit, that divine fire which burned 
in the heart of Jesus (cf. Lk 12, 49-50) and brought him to Calvary. This is a 
journey well esteemed by the Church since it has retained a living memory of the 
words and gestures of the final earthly days of her Spouse and Lord.

In the Via Crucis, various strands of Christian piety coalesce: the idea of life being 
a journey or pilgrimage; as a passage from earthly exile to our true home in 
Heaven; the deep desire to be conformed to the Passion of Christ; the demands of 
following Christ, which imply that his disciples must follow behind the Master, 
daily carrying their own crosses (cf Lk 9, 23).

The Via Crucis in which hymns, silence, procession and reflective pauses are wisely 
integrated in a balanced manner, contribute significantly to obtaining the spiritual 
fruits of the pious exercise.

Click HERE to download St. Alphonsus’ Via Crucis in English and Spanish.

These beautiful booklets containing the Stations of the Cross according to St. 
Alphonse Liguori are available for purchase from the Office of Divine Worship 
in English or Spanish. Contact amvandyke@archdpdx.org

https://archdpdx.org/divine-worship
https://archdpdx.org/divine-worship
mailto:amvandyke@archdpdx.org
mailto:amvandyke@archdpdx.org


CHAPTER 4

Notitiae
Notitiae is the official publication of the Congregation of Divine Worship and the 
Discipline of the Sacraments. Issued at varying intervals, it contains all significant 
documents of the Holy See dealing with the liturgy, along with appropriate studies and 
commentaries. Published by the Vatican Polyglot Press, it was started in 1965 as the 
vehicle of communication of the Consilium (Consilium ad Exsequandam Consitiutiones 
De Sacra Liturgia) the group spearheading the liturgical reform as envisioned by the  
Fathers of the Second Vatican Council in the Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy 
(Sacrosanctum Concilium). This means of communication was the brainchild of the 
Secretary of the Consilium, Annibale Bugnini CM, and proved to be a very effective tool 
in disseminating the changes in liturgical practice in the years after the Council.

From the announcement in Notitiae 2015 Vol.51. “Having celebrated its 50th year, the 
review Notitiae is revising its periods of publication and rethinking the way in which it 
is communicated. It will keep unchanged its particular goal of offering information and 
documentation on the liturgical-celebrative and disciplinary fields that are proper to the 
Dicastery as well as information about its activity. In 2015 two half-yearly volumes will 
be published which have the same number of pages as the volumes published in 
previous years. In 2016, however, Notitiae will become a solely online review made up 
of a single annual volume published in PDF format and freely downloadable from the 
website of the Congregation (there will be no need to renew your subscription for 2016). 
It will draw together the Acts of the Congregation, information and contributions on re 
liturgica that periodically appear on the Dicastery’s website, allowing you to cite the 
source. The review is simply changing its “clothes”, thus making itself more accessible 
everywhere. Libraries, archives, institutes, and all those who are interested can print it 
and collect it. It is planned to make the whole collection of Notitiae available online 
eventually.”

The journal Notitiae documents the important period of time between the promulgation 
of the Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy and its implementation over the subsequent 
years. It details the decrees issued to the various Episcopal Conferences regarding the 
changes in liturgical practice and the answers given to the many dubia (questions) 
posed by the various conferences and other bodies concerning the correct application of 
Sacrosanctum Concilium.

Notitiae is an invaluable source for any serious liturgical scholar and the advent of an 
online archive means that quick access to source information is now available to those 
who may have limited access to liturgical libraries. It would seem that the Congregation 
for Divine Worship is nearly up to speed with its goal by having all issues up through 
2015 available on line HERE.  

Opposite is the cover of the very first issue of Notitiae, January - April 1965 from the 
archives of the Sacred Congregation of Divine Worship.

http://www.cultodivino.va/content/cultodivino/it/rivista-notitiae/indici-annate.html
http://www.cultodivino.va/content/cultodivino/it/rivista-notitiae/indici-annate.html


CHAPTER 5

Archdiocesan Liturgical 
Handbook Training

On 12 January the Office of Divine Worship held its first training 2019 at Christ the 
King Parish in Milwaukie. The training was attended by 150 people including 
priests, deacons, religious and many faithful interested in the Sacred Liturgy.   

This overview of the Handbook is presented by Msgr. Gerard O’Connor, Director of 
the Office of Worship. The presentation gives the faithful the reasons for the 
development of such a document, some of the liturgical principles which guide its 
implementation and preferred best practice in the Archdiocese of Portland. The 
talk covers some basic liturgical principles which are a useful framework for any 
discussion about the Church’s liturgical practice. Some history of the liturgical 
reform of the Second Vatican Council is also touched upon to give a background to 
current teaching of the Church in regard to today’s liturgy. 

The ALH is available in printed formats and a Kindle version from Amazon or as a 
free pdf from the Archdiocesan Divine Worship webpage. Discounted printed 
copies of the ALH will be available at all training sessions. There is no charge for 
these trainings and all are welcome to attend.

These trainings continue in 2019, with sessions in Tillamook, Albany, Grant’s Pass, 
Kiezer and Eugene. Click HERE for dates and times of upcoming sessions.

The second session is at Sacred Heart Parish in Tillamook on Saturday 16 February 
starting with Holy Mass at 9:00am - All are Welcome.

https://www.amazon.com/dp/1719841543
https://www.amazon.com/dp/1719841543
https://archdpdx.org/divine-worship
https://archdpdx.org/divine-worship
https://archdpdx.org/documents/2019/1/ALH%20Schedule%202019.jpg
https://archdpdx.org/documents/2019/1/ALH%20Schedule%202019.jpg


CHAPTER 6 
Sing to the LORD a New Song
On January 25, the Feast of the Conversion of St.Paul, Archbishop Sample issued his 
Pastoral Letter, ‘Sing to the LORD a New Song’ on Sacred Music in Divine Worship, 
largely based on the Pastoral Letter which he wrote as the Bishop of Marquette in 
2013 just weeks before he was appointed Archbishop of Portland in Oregon. This 
document is dedicated to the proper role of Sacred Music in Divine Worship. 

In his introduction Archbishop Samples states regarding the previous letter: “The 
letter contained certain considerations that I believe can be beneficial to the 
Archdiocese of Portland since it highlighted some of the perennial truths regarding 
the Church’s teaching on sacred music. After recently reflecting on the principles and 
concepts it contained, I decided that a similar letter to the clergy and faithful of the 
Archdiocese of Portland would be opportune. I make no apology for largely basing 
this letter on my previous one since the values and ideas it promoted are both 
universal and enduring and are as valid today as they were then.”

He continues: “Because the place of sacred music is so important, I am issuing this 
pastoral letter on the nature, purpose and quality of sacred music. This is an 
important discussion to have, since so often the music selected for Mass is reduced to 
a matter of subjective “taste,” i.e. what style of music appeals to this or that person or 
group, as if there were no objective principles to be followed. There are indeed 
objective principles worthy of study and proper implementation, as will be shown.”

In the same introduction Archbishop Sample states: “At the outset, it must be 
acknowledged that pastoral musicians have labored long and hard in the wake of the 
Second Vatican Council to help accomplish the Council’s goals as it concerns the 
renewal of the Sacred Liturgy, especially the Mass. Indeed, many have made it their 
life’s work to provide music for the Sacred Liturgy. The Church, including both clergy 
and laity, is grateful beyond words for their dedication and service. It must also be 
said that the principles and practical applications which follow will come as a real 
change in focus and direction for many of these same dedicated musicians. What is 
attempted here is a faithful presentation of what the Church has taught as it regards 
sacred music from the time before the Council, at the Council itself, and in the 
implementation of the Council’s thought in subsequent years. Although much of what 
follows may contravene the formation that many have experienced over recent years, 
this is in no way to be interpreted as a criticism of those dedicated church musicians 
who have offered their service with a generous heart and with good will.”

Click on the upper image opposite to get a download of this important Pastoral 
Letter. The Spanish versions is available on the Divine Worship webpage.

https://archdpdx.org/documents/2019/1/Sing%20to%20the%20Lord%20a%20New%20Song.pdf
https://archdpdx.org/documents/2019/1/Sing%20to%20the%20Lord%20a%20New%20Song.pdf
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CHAPTER 7

Solemnity of St. Joseph - 19 March
Gloria, Creed but No Alleluia

Even to this day there is some confusion as to whether the Alleluia is used on 
Solemnities during the Lenten Season. Here follows a private response issued by 
the Congregation of Divine Worship in 2003 which deals with the matter 
conclusively. (Cf. Canon Law Society of America, Roman Replies and Advisory 
Opinions, 2003, 15-16.)

CONGREGATIO DE CULTU DIVINO ET DISCIPLINA SACRAMENTORUM

The Congregation for Divine Worship acknowledges receipt of your letter of 
_____, in which you raise the question of whether the Alleluia is to be recited on 
the Solemnity of St. Joseph or the Solemnity of the Annunciation during the 
Season of Lent.

To the Normae de anno liturgico, n. 28, which you note in your letter, there might 
be added another text which addresses your question with even greater precision, 
namely the Circular letter “De festis paschalibus praeparandis et celebrandis,” 
sent by this Dicastery to the Presidents of the Conferences of Bishops on 16 
January 1988, and subsequently published in the Notitiae (1988) 81-107. 
Paragraph 18 of that letter states: “...ab initio Quadragesimae usque ad Vigiliam 
paschalem omittitur 'Alleluia' etiam in sollemnitatibus et festis.” (“...from the 
beginning of Lent until the Paschal Vigil the ‘Alleluia’ is omitted even on 
solemnities and feasts.)

You indicate that some confusion regarding this matter seems to be related to the 
fact that the Lectionary used in the United States of America includes an Alleluia 
verse in the readings for these Solemnities. However, a careful examination of the 
Lectionary most recently approved by the Holy See for that country will reveal that 
the Alleluia for these days is given within brackets, which indicate that the Alleluia 
would not always be used; in actual fact, it would be used only rarely, whenever 
one of these Solemnities might fall on a day when it could not be celebrated and 
would therefore be moved to a day outside Lent, according to nn. 56 or 60 of the 
same Normae de anno Liturgico. At the same time, the confusion on the part of 
some priests to which you make reference does seem to invite reflection on 
whether still greater clarity might be sought in the presentation of the relevant 
norms in the Ordo lectionum Missae, and this fact will no doubt be taken into 
account in future editions. Statue of St. Joseph and the Child Jesus 

in St. Dominic’s Priory, London, England.

http://www.almy.com/HotSpotPage.aspx?HotSpot=aop
http://www.almy.com/HotSpotPage.aspx?HotSpot=aop
http://www.almy.com/HotSpotPage.aspx?HotSpot=aop
http://www.almy.com/HotSpotPage.aspx?HotSpot=aop
http://www.almy.com/HotSpotPage.aspx?HotSpot=aop


CHAPTER 8
Introductory Rites Unite Priest and 
Congregation

At this early stage of the Mass, the rites seem to speak for themselves. We 
have neither arrived at the Liturgy of the Word, which proclaims the sacred 
Scriptures, nor have we prepared the altar for the sacrifice of the Mass. 
However, a sense in which we have done both of these things is in the inner 
disposition of the priest.

When the Introductory rites occur, various actions, invisible to the 
congregation, have already taken place. These not only set the scene for the 
holiest of holies, but also distinguish in a priest's life the manner in which he 
arrives at his appointment at the altar so that the demands of the world shall 
not jar against the recollected sacredness the celebration of holy Mass 
requires.

The priest has made his private preparation, which is outlined in the missal, 
whether of the ordinary or of the extraordinary form. The distinction 
between the two forms is highlighted not only because they form the current 
usage of the Roman rite, but also because they compliment each other in 
their aims “to impart an ever increasing vigor to the Christian life of the 
faithful; to adapt more suitably to the needs of our own times those 
institutions which are subject to change; [and] to foster whatever can 
promote union among all who believe in Christ.”[Sacrosanctum Concilium, 
No. 1.]

The “Praeparatio ad Missam” of both forms share in common a prayer of 
St. Ambrose, a prayer of St. Thomas Aquinas and a prayer of Our Lady. [The 
Preparatio in the Missale Romanum 1962 is more extensive] The Formula 
of Intention reminds the priest that he confects the Body and Blood of Christ 
for the benefit of the whole Church and for any who have commended 
themselves to his prayers. Since this formula pertains to both forms, it can 
be seen that both forms protect the ecclesiological dimension of the Mass.
[Missale Romanum, Editio Typica Tertia, Typis Vaticanis 2002, 1289-1291] 
The priest who celebrates even privately does not celebrate Mass for himself 
alone.

Each month we publish an extract from various studies commissioned by the Pontifical Office 
of Liturgical Celebrations under the guidance of Msgr. Guido Marini, which will be of interest 
to those who are concerned with the Sacred Liturgy.

The Institutio Generalis Missalis Romani, 93, explains this, and alongside 
describes the dispositions that shall occupy the celebrating priest: “A priest who 
possesses within the Church the power of Holy Orders to offer sacrifice in the 
person of Christ, [Lumen Gentium 28] stands for this reason at the head of the 
faithful people gathered together […], presides over their prayer, proclaims the 
message of salvation to them, associates the people with himself in the offering of 
sacrifice through Christ in the Holy Spirit to God the Father, gives his brothers 
and sisters the bread of eternal life, and partakes of it with them. When he 
celebrates the Eucharist, therefore, he must serve God and the people with dignity 
and humility, and by his bearing and by the way he says the divine words he must 
convey to the faithful the living presence of Christ.” 

As a consequence, the Introductory rites presuppose that the priest arrives at the 
altar ready for his sacred duties. At the same time, no less is expected of the 
People of God present who are to unite themselves with the action of the Church 
and shun any appearance of individualism or division. “This unity is beautifully 
apparent from the gestures and postures observed in common by the 
faithful.” [GIRM 96]

The first person to name this zuchettoed American Prelate will win a copy of Peter Kreeft’s new 
book, Doors in the Walls of the World, answers please to amvandyke@archdpdx.org.


